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Hot topics at Cop27, 
Lula’s triumph and 
midterm fears in US
Cautious optimism followed the 2021 Cop climate summit 
in Glasgow, where inter national agreement was reached to 
keep the world within 1.5C of global heating. On the eve of 
Cop27 in Cairo, however, a slew of alarming reports have 
shown that carbon emissions are still rising .

Accelerating carbon cuts therefore ought to be a 
priority for Cop27, say scientists . However,  it’s likely to 
be dominated by debate about  compensation that   poorer 
nations feel richer countries should be pay ing for  climate 
damage.  Observer science and environment editor  Robin 
McKie sets the scene for a Cop27 summit that seems 
engulfed in a storm of its own. And there’s a fascinating 
report by Mark Townsend on the Just Stop Oil protests, as 
debate stirs  among activists about whether direct action 
tactics are eff ective in changing attitudes .
The big story Page 10 �

Jubilation and relief accompanied Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva’s narrow election victory in Brazil, ending 
Jair Bolsonaro’s era of Amazon destruction. Latin America 
correspondent Tom Phillips reports on a much-needed 
moment of hope for the region and the world, but 
Andrew Downie warns that diffi  cult challenges await the 
returning president-elect.
Spotlight Page 15�

The US  midterm elections next week  could see 
the Democrats lose control of both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate to a Republican party still 
dominated by Donald Trump. David Smith asks whether 
an intervention by former president Barack Obama could 
give a late kickstart to the Democrats’ hopes.
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On the cover
Climate damages could overshadow other issues 
at Cop27. “You can imagine what will happen 
when the Pakistan delegation presents its claim 
for compensation for fl oods that have just put 
a third of their country under water,” said Johan 
Rockström, director of the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research in Germany.
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