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Qatar's highly political football
the challenge of 8bn people - and
1s Donald Trump's grip loosening?

Ordinarily a football World Cup would
be amoment for celebration, a time to
savour sport’s power to unite nations

and a glorious distraction from the
problems of the day. Not this time: the
2022 tournament has been mired in
controversy since it was awarded to Qatar
12 years ago. The small but ultra-wealthy
Middle Eastern state thought that hosting
the world’s most-watched sporting event
would showcase it as a major player on
the global stage. But instead Qatar has
come in for severe criticism on a number
of fronts, in particular for its treatment of
migrant workers, anti LGBTQ+ laws, and
restrictions on freedom of speech.

In a special report, Patrick Wintour
asks whether Qatar has lost at geopolitical
football before the action has even begun.
The cartoonist David Squires brilliantly
brings to life the plight of a migrant
worker turned whistleblower and, in the
final reckoning, sports writer Jonathan
Liew tries to salvage some actual football
from the diplomatic wreckage.

On that theme, further back in the
features section there’s a reminder of
what the game should be about as we
meet some of the young people who will
be cheering on their teams from afar.
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Another dubious global milestone

was reached this week as the world’s
population passed 8 billion, according
to UN estimates. In a the first of a

series of dispatches from the frontline
of population growth, Hannah Ellis-
Petersen reports from India, which next
year will overtake China as the planet’s
most populous nation, on what the shift
means for the world.
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The US midterm elections saw the
Democrats fare better than expected,
retaining control of the Senate despite
looking likely to lose control of the House
by a small margin to the Republicans. The
more consequential outcome may be for
Donald Trump: Chris McGreal and David
Smith ask if the former president’s grip on
the GOP is weakening, and if his rival Ron
DeSantis’s time may be coming.
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If your settlement is at existential risk
from climate change, is the answer to
move it? Guardian Australia’s Pacific
editor Kate Lyons visits Fiji’s vulnerable
Pacificislands, where communities have
started to do just that - discovering that it
is not nearly as simple as it sounds.
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On the cover

“There has been a lot of criticism surrounding
several issues since Qatar was awarded the
World Cup,” says illustrator Barry Downard of

. his artwork for this week's cover. "A deflated

footballin the desert seemed like a perfect
metaphor to capture the controversy."

Illustration: Barry Downard
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