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Trump’s toxic legacy, 
a dark day for Brazil 
and talking evolution
Two years after the Capitol riot, the toxic legacy of Donald 
Trump’s big election lie has been fully evident this week, 
not just in the US but also further afi eld in Brazil.

In Washington, the new Republican majority in the 
House of Representatives took 15 attempts to fulfi l its 
primary duty of appointing a speaker. Kevin McCarthy 
eventually squeaked through by just four votes, after 
quelling a days-long revolt from a bloc of far-right 
conservatives. But, with a wafer-thin majority, and few 
powers, Nancy Pelosi’s successor looks set to be one of the 
weakest speakers in history. For our big story, Washington 
bureau chief David Smith examines the chaos within 
Republican ranks and what it means for the party.
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In Brazil, meanwhile, supporters of the former president 
Jair Bolsonaro stormed congress buildings  in scenes 
eerily reminiscent of Washington on 6 January 2021. Latin 
America correspondent Tom Phillips reports on a dark day 
for Brazilian democracy, while Richard Lapper considers 
the pot ential fallout for the new president, Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva, and a deeply fractured nation.
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There’s a feast of great writing elsewhere in this week’s 
magazine. British food writer Jack Monroe, who taught 
us how to eat well on a shoestring, opens up to Simon 
Hattenstone about her struggles with addiction. And Chris 
Stringer, who has received a CBE for his work on human 
evolution, tells how his remarkable quest as a young 
researcher transformed understanding of our species. 
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Our puzzles and crosswords 
make a welcome return after 
IT issues meant they could not 
appear last week. Thank you for 
your patience while we worked 
to restore them.
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4 - 1 4  G L O B A L R E P O R T
Headlines from the last 
seven days

10 US How the Republican 
party fell into chaos

1 5 - 3 3  S P O T L I G H T
In-depth reporting
and analysis

15 � Brazil After the 
storming of congress 

18 Ukraine  Zel enskiy’s 
Hollywood appeal

20 Eyewitness Mexico’s 
fl ying women 

22 UK A right royal fall-out 
24 Oceans The joy of kelp
30 Norway Oil, wealth and 

the pursuit of justice
32  Israel Ultra-right wrongs
33 Honduras Resetting the 

gang warfare narrative

3 4 - 4 4  F E A T U R E S
Long reads, interviews 
and essays

34 Can Jack Monroe explain 
herself?
By Simon Hattenstone

40 My journey of discovery 
into humanity’s origins
By Chris Stringer

4 5 - 5 0  O P I N I O N
45 Larry Elliott

A global recession looms
47 Mukulika Banerjee

Gandhi’s alternative India
48 Simon Tisdall

The world needs to tackle 
Myanmar’s junta 

5 1 - 5 9  C U LT U R E
TV, fi lm, music, theatre, 
art, architecture & more

51 Screen
Hugh Jackman on life, 
grief and family

55 Art
Jenny Holzer’s messages 
of persuasion

57 Books
The literary rebirth of 
Bret Easton Ellis

6 0 - 6 3  L I F E S T Y L E
Advice, recipe, diversions

A week in the life of the world
13 January 2023

On the cover
Illustrator Justin Metz took the  traditionally 
 harmless-looking motif of the Republican 
elephant and turned it into something 
altogether more  fi erce  to signify the head-on 
collision between Trumpian  disruptors  and 
the more conventional conservatives at the 
heart of the party. 
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