
Inside

Join the community

Twitter: @guardianweekly

facebook.com/guardianweekly

Instagram: @guardian 

SPOT ILLUSTRATIONS:

MATT BLEASE

Voters rue Brexit, 
brutality in Iran and 
thinking inside the box
Three years have passed since Britain offi  cially left 
the European Union, but the country feels a long way 
 from the “sunlit uplands” once memorably  envisioned 
by Boris Johnson. Indeed, according to several  polls 
released last week, more of the British population than 
ever are unhappy with the outcomes of Brexit – including, 
crucially, those who voted for it in the fi rst place. 

The Observer’s Michael Savage and Toby Helm consider 
what’s behind the upsurge in “Bregret” and ask what 
realistic hopes exist of Britain ever returning to the bloc. 
Then, Nesrine Malik warns that, while many on the left 
may see validation in the current trends, it’s important to 
understand many of the UK’s structural problems stem 
from before the time of the Brexit referendum in 2016.
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Reporting from the Iran protests is hard to come by, but 
Deepa Parent and Ghoncheh Habibiazad have unearthed 
harrowing testimony from protesters about their 
detention and torture at the hands of police. And, also in 
Spotlight, there’s an Eyewitness spread from the sites of 
the terrible earthquakes that struck the border region of 
Turkey and Syria earlier this week.
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On the features front, Amelia Tait asks what’s behind the 
 ultra-organisational trend for needlessly decanting things 
into jars. In Culture, Keza MacDonald explores the iconic 
creations of Nintendo, the Japanese video games maker 
that has spent almost 40 years at the top of the industry. 
And to round things off , Tim Dowling ponders visits to his 
garden offi  ce by an insouciant cat and an inscrutable fox.
Everything in its place Page 40 �
Next level Page 51 �
Tim Dowling Page 6 0 �

4 - 1 4  G L O B A L R E P O R T
Headlines from the last 
seven days

10 UK Bregrets, we’ve had 
a few …

1 5 - 3 3  S P O T L I G H T
In-depth reporting
and analysis

15 Ukraine The saboteurs 
taking the fi ght into Russia 

20 Turkey/Syria Major 
earthquakes strike 

24 Environment Dodo a go-go
26 Netherlands Vermeer’s 

last great get-together
28 � Peru Violence in the 

cradle of Inca civilisation
30 Tech West turns on TikTok 
32 US/China Spy games
33 US Bolsonaro’s very long 

Florida vacation

3 4 - 4 4  F E A T U R E S
Long reads, interviews 
and essays

34 A gunman’s controversial 
assisted death
By Giles Tremlett

40 The age of decanting
Amelia Tait

4 5 - 5 0  O P I N I O N
45 Jonathan Freedland

Netanyahu can be stopped
47 Lorenzo Marsili

Europe should follow 
Biden’s green lead

48 Timothy Garton-Ash
The art of scholzing 

5 1 - 5 9  C U LT U R E
TV, fi lm, music, theatre, 
art, architecture & more

51 Games
How does Nintendo stay 
ahead of the game? 

54 Dance
The Leonard Cohen show 
he never lived to see

55 Photography
Mark Power is reeled in by 
the BBC shipping forecast

6 0 - 6 1  L I F E S T Y L E
60 Tim Dowling

Escaping local wildlife 

Peru’s crisis Violence 
engulfs cradle of the Incas 28

Power up! How Nintendo 
conquered the gaming world 51

A week in the life of the world | Global edition
10 FEBRUARY 2023 | VOL.208 No.6 | £4.95 | €7.99 

Brexit, three years on
SPE C I A L  R E P ORT

10

A week in the life of the world
10 February 2023

On the cover Is the worm of British public opinion 
turning on Brexit? As Nesrine Malik writes: “It is 
fi nally dawning on more and more people that 
leaving the EU was a colossal mistake. Those who 
led the project still talk the same old nonsense 
about the purported benefi ts , but they, like most 
government assertions these days, sound like 
echoes of a bygone time.”
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