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Tragedy of Mariupol, 
an EU deal, the fall of 
Saddam and Shylock
A year on from the invasion of Ukraine and there seems 
little end in sight to a confl ict that has, unquestionably, 
changed the world. Our big story this week outlines 
fi ve possible routes to peace (some more hopeful than 
others), but the main focus is a stunning collaboration 
from Guardian reporters detailing the fate of the  port 
of Mariupol, the battle for which has perhaps been the 
bloodiest and most shocking chapter of the war to date.
The big story Page 12 �

The UK government fi nally agreed a deal with the EU 
to end a long-running Brexit dispute over customs 
arrangements and legal oversight in Northern Ireland. Our 
Brexit correspondent Lisa O’Carroll unpicks the key points 
of the new agreement and what it means for the region.
Spotlight Page 24 �

In 2003, when the US army occupied Iraq after the fall 
of Saddam Hussein, the Guardian writer Ghaith Abdul-
Ah ad was aged 28 and living in Baghdad. He recounts his 
front-row view of the fall of the regime, the arrival of the 
so-called liberators and the unfolding of a sectarian war. 
Baghdad memories Page 34 �

Shylock, the Jewish money lender in Shakespeare’s The 
Merchant of Venice, is English literature’s most notorious 
antisemitic archetype. As a new production of the play 
opens, set in 1930s East End London, David Jays fi nds out 
how – and why – Jewish creatives approach the role. 

Then, amid controversy over the re-editing of Roald 
Dahl’s books, Gaby Hinsliff  says commer cial interests 
should be the focus, rather than culture wars.
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On the cover Our report on the fall of Mariupol 

is an extraordinary account of the devastation, 

partial reconstruction, and Russifi cation of 

a thriving city . “You learn to only voice your 

opinions with those you know you can trust,” 

says Darya, a student opposed to the occupation. 

“Otherwise, you keep your thoughts to yourself.”
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