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Inside

Europe’s toxic 
air crisis, an 
Armenian 
exodus – and 
understanding 
Elon Musk

The Guardian launched its new Europe website 
last week with an exclusive investigation into the 
dangerous levels of air pollution being measured 
across the continent. The research found that 98% 
of Europeans live in areas with highly damaging 
fi ne particulate pollution that exceed World Health 
Organization guidelines, and for almost two-thirds 
the pollution levels are more than double the  safe 
recommended levels. 

Matthew Taylor and Pamela Duncan crunch 
the numbers, while Gar y Fuller looks at the 
causes – and potential solutions. Then our new 
Europe environment correspondent, Ajit Niranjan, 
reports from smog-choked Belgrade.
The big story Page 10 �

Thousands of ethnic Armenians were fl eeing the 
breakaway territory of Nagorno-Karabakh this 
week after the Azerbaijani military reclaimed full 
control of it in a lightning off ensive. Andrew Roth 
 reports from Goris, a resort town near the border 
with Armenia that is now at the centre of an exodus 
 that could swell to up to 120,000 people.
Spotlight Page 15 �

The photojournalist Stefanie Glinski is one of 
the few  reporters to have made it into Derna, the 
Libyan town recently devastated by fl ooding . 
Her photo essay is a moving insight into how people 
there are coping with an unimaginable tragedy.
Spotlight Page 20 �

What makes Elon Musk tick? It’s a question that 
many have tried and failed to answer. Until now 
perhaps, after David Runciman spent a summer on 
Twitter following the same accounts as Musk, to try 
to build up a mind map of the world’s richest man.

In Culture, Claire Armitstead speaks to the actor 
Gabriel Byrne abou t portraying the legendary Irish 
dramatist Samuel Beckett in his latest fi lm. 
Inside the mind of Elon Musk Page 34 �
Being Beckett Page 51 �
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On the cover

The hazy texture of  this week’s cover draws a visual 
link to the tiny airborne  PM2.5 particles  mostly 
produced by burning fossil fuels, some of which can 
pass through the lungs and into the bloodstream 
and aff ect almost every organ. Experts say PM2.5 
pollution causes about 400,000 deaths a year 
across Europe.
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