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A year of conf lict, the 
heroes who give us 
hope and those we lost
We look forward and back in this, our fi nal edition of 2023, 
a year overshadowed by war and confl ict. In a special 
essay, Patrick Wintour refl ects on how a perception of US 
double standards over Ukraine and Gaza has damaged 
the west in the minds of the global south, and whether it 
might lead to a reckoning of sorts for Washington in 2024. 
A world in fl ux Page 22�

Still, there are plenty of reasons for hope. Having been 
expected to deliver little, the  Cop28 climate summit 
turned out to be full of surprises – but was the fi nal deal on 
fossil fuels just a ruse, asks Fiona Harvey . 

Writers from the Guardian’s global development team 
refl ect on the inspirational fi gures they met in 2023, from 
leaders to dancers to dads, who proved that humanity 
still has much to give .  And leading conservationists and 
scientists tell us about the  mysteries of the planet they 
wish they better understood.
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The review of 2023 continues with the Observer’s 
selection of those we lost,  recalled with aff ection by their 
friends. There’s also a dazzling range of images courtesy of 
the agency photographers of the year. 

And last but not least, the Guardian critics’ top 10 
rundowns of the best fi lm and music of 2023, topped 
off  with the Guardian Weekly team’s now-legendary 
television selections of the year.
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4 - 1 4  G L O B A L R E P O R T
Headlines from the last 
seven days

12 Cop28 How a huge gamble 
sealed the carbon deal

1 5 -  2 0 S P O T L I G H T
In-depth reporting
and analysis

15 � Lebanon Fears grow of 
an all-out war 

 18 Italy/UK  What’s behind 
the Sunak-Meloni alliance? 

19 EU Orb án’s spoiling game 
20 UK Why phone hacking 

mattered so much to Harry

2 1 - 4 4  2 0 2 3 I N R E V I E W
A year overshadowed by 
wars in Ukraine and Gaza

2 2 A world in fl ux
By Patrick Wintour

30 From leaders to dads, the 
people who inspired us

32 The things scientists wish 
they knew the answers to

33  Those we lost in 2023

4 5 -  4 9  O P I N I O N
45 Jonathan Freedland

Joe Biden can stop this war
47 First Dog on the Moon

Trends for 2024
48 George Monbiot

I’ll keep telling the truth 
about livestock farming 

5  0 -  6 0 2 0 2 3 I N C U LT U R E 
50 Film

Our critics’ pick of the 
year’s 10 best movies

55 Music
The top 10 albums, chosen 
by Guardian music critics 

60 Television
The Guardian Weekly 
team select their small-
screen highlights

6 1 - 6 3  L I F E S T Y L E
61 Quiz of the year

Test your recall of the 
year’s quirkiest  stories

62 Puzzles  
62  Country Diary  
62 Chess 
63 Crossword

A week in the life of the world
22 December 2023

On the cover “I wanted to illustrate chaos and 

destruction as testaments of war,” writes  Israel 

G Vargas , on his artwork for this week’s cover. 

“Two confl icts shaking and reshaping the world, 

and world leaders taking decisions on the lives 

of innocent people. The US  not giving a clear 

stance on these two confl icts, condemning 

one war and embracing the other .”

Illustration: Israel G Vargas
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The Guardian Weekly now takes a 
short break – we’ll be back in 2024 
with our 5 January edition. If you 
mark a holiday at this time of year, 
we hope it is a peaceful one.


	ND_4: 


