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On the cover The attempted assassination of 
Slovakia’s prime minister, Robert Fico, sent 
shockwaves through European politics. “My 
desire  was to create something stark and 
arresting whil e referencing the violence in a 
non-specifi c way,” says illustrator Pete Reynolds. 
“The image works as a generic metaphor for the 
violence but also as an alarm call to the world.”
Illustration: Pete Reynolds

4
G L O B A L R E P O RT

15
S P O T L I G H T

Headlines from
the last seven days 
United Kingdom ................... 8
Science & Environment ........ 9
The big story
Europe A disturbing increase 
in political violence..............10

34
F E AT U R E S

45
O P I N I O N

51
C U LT U R E

60
L I F E S T Y L E

In-depth reporting and analysis
� Iran
After Raisi’s death, will 
anything change? ................ 15
Ukraine
Race to evacuate Kharkiv’s 
border towns ...................... 20 
United Kingdom
The infected blood scandal: a 
wholly preventable tragedy ..23 
Environment
Azerbaijan’s priorities in the 
countdown to Cop 29 ........... 24
Haiti
Police try to hold the line in 
face of  armed gangs ............ 28
Science
What’s going on during the 
menopause? ....................... 30

Long reads, interviews & essays
Amit Shah, the feared enforcer 
behind India’s Narendra Modi
By Atul Dev ......................... 34
A US addiction law was not 
enough to save its namesake   
By Katia Riddle ................... 40

▼ Martha Gill 
How the internet became a 
literal race to the bottom ..... 45
María Ramírez
Catalonia’s turn away from 
dreams of independence ......47 
Polly Toynbee
A self-serving Tory war 
on overseas students ........... 48

Some call 
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