
A week in the life of the world
13 DECEMBER 2024

On the cover Not even the most optimistic of 
rebels could have predicted last weekend’s
rapid collapse of the Assad dynasty that ruled 
Syria with an iron fi st for more than 50 years.
Yet while there was relief and joy both inside 
Syria and among the nation’s vast displaced 
diaspora, it was also accompanied by 
apprehension over what might come next.
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